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The Jefferson County Historic Site Preservation Commission continues to meet on a monthly 

basis.  All members of the Commission serve as volunteers and receive no reimbursement for 

their time or travel.  The Commission was created by ordinance passed by the Jefferson County 

Board.  The Commission is also a Certified Local Government (CLG), designated by the Wisconsin 

Historical Society, which makes the Commission eligible for grants. 

The Commission’s goal has been To survey all The hisToriCal siTes in rural Jefferson CounTy.  in 

order to accomplish this survey, the County was divided into four quarters.  The Commission 

applied for and received grants to complete the surveys.  The third quarter survey was 

completed in July of 2013 and we have received a fourth grant for $25,000.00.  The fourth 

grant has been awarded to Legacy Architecture, the firm who complete the second and third 

quarter surveys.  This final grant includes funds to complete the survey and assist one or two 

residents whose homes or farms are eligible to the National Registry of Historic Places.  

Application to the National Registry and /or designation as a Jefferson County Historic 

Landmark is totally voluntary.  Inclusion on either list is an honorarium, which can be 

withdrawn if a property owner no longer is interested in maintaining that status.  The benefit 

of inclusion on the National Registry makes the property owner eligible for Federal and 

State tax credits for maintenance of their property. 

The Commission has hosted several meetings for interested property owners and has been 

overwhelmed by the response.  We will continue to host these local meetings with the help of 

the Wisconsin Historical Society.  The Commission wants to thank the Hoard Museum for their 

enthusiastic support of the Commission and their work.  Copies of the local surveys can be 

found at the Hoard Museum, local libraries, and the County Clerks office. 

As the Commission moves forward, there are plans for educational tours and a conference.  

Previous events have been well received and we have been encouraged to continue our 

educational efforts.  I would like to thank Larry Cole from Waterloo, who has served as vice 

chairman and is resigning as of September 1st.  The Commission will be actively recruiting a new 

member.  If you know of an individual who is willing to donate their time and expertise, please 

forward their name and contact information. 
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